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[SR-20] 

Annex B  Firefighter Safety Building Marking System 

This annex is not a part of the requirements of this NFPA document unless specifically adopted by the 
jurisdiction. 

B.1  Firefighter Safety Building Marking System (FFSBMS).
B.1.1  General.
B.1.1.1

The firefighter safety building marking system provides basic building information for firefighters 
responding to the building or structure. [1:C.1.1.1] 

B.1.1.2

Where required by the AHJ, buildings and structures shall have the firefighter safety building marking 
system sign installed. [1:C.1.1.2] 

B.1.2  Sign.
B.1.2.1

The approved firefighter safety building marking system sign shall be placed in a position to be plainly 
legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property or as approved by the fire department. 
[1:C.1.2.1] 

B.1.2.2

The firefighter safety building marking system sign shall consist of the following: 

(1) White reflective background with black letters

(2) Durable material

(3) Arabic numerals or alphabet letters

(4) Permanently affixed to the building or structure in an approved manner

[1:C.1.2.2] 

B.1.2.3

The firefighter safety building marking system shall be a Maltese cross as shown in Figure B.1.2.3. 
[1:C.1.2.3] 

Figure B.1.2.3 Sample Sign for Firefighter Safety Building Marking System. [1:Figure C.1.2.3] 

B.1.2.4

The minimum size of the firefighter safety building marking system sign and lettering shown in Figure 
B.1.2.4 shall be in accordance with the following or as approved by the fire department:

(1) A shall be 5 in. × 5 in.

(2) B shall be 11Ú4 in.

(3) C shall be 21Ú2 in.

(4) Letters shall be 1 in. height with a stroke of 1Ú4 in.

Important Notice: This document is the copyright property of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), 
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Figure B.1.2.4 Dimensions for Firefighter Safety Building Marking System Signs. [1:Figure C.1.2.4] 

 
B.1.3  Ratings. 
B.1.3.1   

Ratings shall be determined by the construction type, hazards of contents, automatic fire sprinkler 
systems and standpipe systems, occupancy/life safety, and special hazards in accordance with this 
section. [1:C.1.3.1] 

B.1.3.1.1   

Where multiple ratings occur within a classification category, a determination shall be made by the AHJ of 
the rating that shall be based on the greatest potential risk for the specific category. (See Note 1 in 
B.2.1.) [1:C.1.3.1.1] 

B.1.3.2  Construction Type. 

The construction type shall be designated by assigning the appropriate lettering to the top of the Maltese 
cross as follows:  

(1)   FR — Fire-resistive construction 

(2)   NC — Noncombustible construction 

(3)   ORD — Ordinary construction 

(4)   HT — Heavy timber construction 

(5)   C — Combustible construction 

[1:C.1.3.2] 

B.1.3.3  Hazards of Contents. 

The hazards of contents shall be rated by determining its hazard and assigning the appropriate rating to 
the left of the Maltese cross as follows (see Note 2 in B.2.2): 

L — Low hazard. Low hazard contents shall be classified as those of such low combustibility that no self-
propagating fire therein can occur. 

M — Moderate hazard. Moderate hazard contents shall be classified as those that are likely to burn with 
moderate rapidity or to give off a considerable volume of smoke. 

H — High hazard. High hazard contents (see Note 3 in B.2.3) shall be classified as those that are likely to 
burn with extreme rapidity or from which explosions are likely. [1:C.1.3.3] 

B.1.3.4  Automatic Fire Sprinkler and Standpipe System. 

The automatic fire sprinkler system and standpipe system shall be rated by determining its level of 
protection and assigning the appropriate rating to the right of the Maltese cross. If multiple systems are 
provided, all systems shall be included in the Maltese cross as follows:  

(1)   A — Automatic fire sprinkler system installed throughout 

(2)   P — Partial automatic fire sprinkler system or other suppression system installed 

(3)   S — Standpipe system installed 

(4)   N — None 

Important Notice: This document is the copyright property of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), 
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[1:C.1.3.4] 

B.1.3.5  Occupancy/Life Safety Issues. 

The occupancy/life safety type shall be rated by determining the level of difficulty in evacuating occupants 
from the building and the occupancy type by assigning the appropriate rating to the bottom of the Maltese 
cross as follows:  

(1)   L — Business, industrial, mercantile, residential, and storage occupancies 

(2)   M — Ambulatory health care, assembly, educational, and day care occupancies 

(3)   H — Detention and correction facilities, health care, and board and care occupancies 

[1:C.1.3.5] 

B.1.3.6  Special Designations. 

The special hazards can be assigned to the center of the Maltese cross (see Note 4 in B.2.4). [1:C.1.3.6] 

B.1.4  Installation and Maintenance. 
B.1.4.1   

Fire departments that implement the firefighter safety building marking system (FFSBMS) shall provide 
written instructions to the owner/operator of a facility equipped with a firefighter safety building marking 
system sign regarding the information to be included on the sign, and the fire department shall perform 
annual inspections to verify continued compliance with the information shown on the sign (see Note 5 in 
B.2.5). [1:C.1.4.1] 

B.1.4.2   

Installation and maintenance of the sign shall be the responsibility of the owner/operator. [1:C.1.4.2] 

B.1.4.3   

The fire department shall enact procedures to identify changes of occupancy that could establish a need 
to update information on the sign and shall notify the owner/operator when changes are necessary. 
[1:C.1.4.3] 

B.1.5  Training. 
B.1.5.1   

Training shall be provided to all fire department personnel responding to buildings using the FFSBMS sign. 
[1:C.1.5.1] 

B.2  Notes. 

The following notes are explanatory and are not part of the mandatory text for Annex B. [1:C.2] 

B.2.1  Note 1. 

An example of the greatest potential risk for construction type where an FR and an NC are present, the 
ranking on the FFSBMS sign would be NC. [1:C.2.1] 

B.2.2  Note 2. 

Hazard of contents are described as follows: 

Low hazard recognizes storage of noncombustible materials as low hazard. In other occupancies it is 
assumed that, even where the actual contents hazard is normally low, there is sufficient likelihood that 
some combustible materials or hazardous operations will be introduced in connection with building repair 
or maintenance, or some psychological factor might create conditions conducive to panic, so that the 
egress facilities cannot safely be reduced below those specified for ordinary hazard contents. 

Moderate hazard classification represents the conditions found in most buildings and is the basis for the 
general requirements of this code. 

The fear of poisonous fumes or explosions is necessarily a relative matter to be determined on a 
judgment basis. All smoke contains some toxic fire gases but, under conditions of moderate hazard, there 
should be no unduly dangerous exposure during the period necessary to escape from the fire area, 
assuming there are proper exits. [1:C.2.2] 

B.2.3  Note 3. 

High hazard contents include occupancies where flammable liquids are handled or used or are stored 
under conditions involving possible release of flammable vapors; where grain dust, wood flour or plastic 

Important Notice: This document is the copyright property of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), 
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dust, aluminum or magnesium dust, or other explosive dusts are produced; where hazardous chemicals 
or explosives are manufactured, stored, or handled; where cotton or other combustible fibers are 
processed or handled under conditions producing flammable flyings; and other situations of similar 
hazard. [1:C.2.3] 

B.2.4  Note 4. 

The center of the firefighter safety building marking system sign has been left empty to permit the local 
jurisdiction space to provide for additional information that they may wish to add. The NFPA 704 marking 
system can be incorporated into the center of the firefighter safety building marking system sign if all the 
applicable provisions of NFPA 704 are met including lettering size and so forth. [1:C.2.4] 

B.2.5  Note 5. 

The intent of this provision is to verify that the information on the FFSBMS sign is correct on a regular 
basis. Fire departments responding to facilities equipped with a FFSBMS sign should verify signage and 
preplans annually. Other means of verifying the information on the FFSBMS sign could include mailings, 
outside consultants, and community service programs. [1:C.2.5] 

Important Notice: This document is the copyright property of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), 
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����v cò @CCC�esh
���g�j���v4'5�C?.�B3�1B:BD:B2�r̀ (�B3BE

wxywzy{|}�wx~wz��� �������������������������������������������

�����~yy�������������������y������������y������������������{�w {x{{��������¡���������¡���������� w¢yzz



������������	����
������������	����
����
����������������������
��
����������������
��������������� ��������������������
��!���""�������������������������"���������������
������#���������$��
�����"����������
�������������!������"����%��������� "�� �����%������%� %����!����������������������������
����&��� ���� "�����"���������
������!�"������������"�����������!�� ����������������!������
��������#�����������������������
��� �����%��"��������������������������������������������������
�����
�����������!����$��
������'��������"����!���������������������
����������������� �����%����������������"�����������"������()�*+,-��
��
����� �������"��������������������������������������������������$�.���""%���
����
���������������
���������������������
� �����%��������
�����������������������!���� %��
�����������/.01�2+*$3�45�
4�6�44	7�� 89&:&/.01�2+*&2;2<0� "���=�������/�$�-&/.01�2+*&2;2<�>/���8�������������<$<$,?
@AB@CBDEF�@AG@C�HI JKLMNOKP�QMRS�TRNLSULMNO�HVVNUMKLMNO�WSXNRL
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_̀a_bacde�_̀f_b�gh ijklmnjo�plqr�sqmkrtklmn�guumtljklmn�vrwmqk

xkkwufaauyz{lkkjou|n}wj|mq~a�rqqj�lr��rza�lr�rqsj~r|�uw�l��c�_�c̀cc|�lkj{jw�kmt�}jour��qj}k�kqyr c�abb



���������	
�
�����
�����������������������
�����
��
�
��
����
�
��
��������������� �!"�#$%��&�"!'�"(')*�'�+�),-./0�123
���4�5�6�437�
���8�4
6
�7�
��9�33
����:  ;<=����123
��7>�?7��:@�+��(A�BC�CDEFBEFG�H<I�BCBF9�33
�������7��3���9�33
������7��3���: �I*��J!KK-))���L'!M-+�+�)*-/�J*,�A�N�,/�)*��'�"�'��J��)!�������O�-/�P�-�A�K!M�+,/�,�L,'��)*�)-J,.�'�"�'��J��)!�/�J)-!��G0&&0F�"!'�P�))�'�M-/-P-.-)Q�,�+�J.,'-)Q0���R����S���7T�: �U=V=#$%��BG&=BCBF%(P.-J� !KK��)�#!0�W=#$%��BG&=BCBF�X��J)-!��#!0��0G0&&0GY

Z[\Z]\̂_̀�Z[aZ]�bc defghiej�kglm�nlhfmofghi�bpphogefghi�qmrhlf

sffrpa\\ptuvgffejpwixrewhly\zmlle{gm|}mu\{gm|mlneymw~pr�g��̂�Z�̂[̂ ŵ�gfever�fho�xejpm��lexf�fltm _̂\]]
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